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Meeting Minutes of the Mayfair Neighbourhood Forum Planning Sub-Group 
 
Date of Meeting: 6 September 2017 
Location:  Forsters LLP, 31 Hill Street, London W1J 5LS  
 
Attendees:  
Oliver Wright (Chair) - Business Member ("OW") 
Mike Dunn – Resident Member ("MD") 
Jeremy Bishop – Resident Member ("JB") 
Marie-Louise Burrows – Resident Member ("MLB") 
Lauren Archer - Forsters LLP ("LA") 
Alice Gordon-Finlayson – Forsters LLP ("AGF") 
Alex Harrison – Forsters LLP (observer) 
 
Apologies: 
Lucy Whitcutt – Resident Member 
Nigel Hughes - Business Member ("NH") 
Debbie Flevotomou - Business Member ("DF") 
 
 

1. Apologies 
As above. 
OW reported that Nick Brindley and Raoul Veevers (the Sub-Group’s pro-bono planning consultants) 
and Alan Berry (resident member) had all agreed to stand down from the Sub-Group as they have 
not attended for many months. Alexander Hauschildt, a lifelong Mayfair resident, will be joining the 
Sub-Group in Alan Berry's place.  
 

2. Minutes and actions from August's meeting 
July's and August's minutes were approved. 
Action to review Knightsbridge Neighbourhood Forum's Construction Management Plan was rolled 
over. 
OW to further chase Julia Corkey from WCC re update on Memorandum of Understanding for 
Berkeley Square.  
 

3. Response to WCC 
OW reported that a meeting is to be arranged with officers at WCC to discuss their response to the 
consultation. Before this happens, direction is going to be sought from the Steering Group regarding 
the best way to approach this. 
Troy Planning (the Sub-Group's retained planning consultants) are providing a fee quote (to be 
approved at the Steering Group meeting on 7 September 2017) for Troy planning's review of WCC's 
consultation feedback letter.  Troy Planning having been instructed to prepare the basic conditions 
statement which will be submitted to WCC along with the plan.  This explains how the plan meets 
the basic conditions (one of which is how it is in strategic conformity with the existing development 
plan) and are therefore ideally placed to provide comment on WCC's letter and advise on how this 
should be responded to.   
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4. Review of consultation feedback table 
Following August's meeting, the Planning Sub-Group reviewed all feedback from the consultation 
and identified areas of feedback to be reviewed and discussed further by the Steering Group. This 
feedback was collated in a table which was reviewed at the meeting.  It was agreed that the table 
would be updated following comments and circulated to the Planning Sub-Group and Steering 
Group meeting in advance of the Steering Group on Thursday 7 September 2017. The table is 
structured in two parts – first the areas of feedback to be reviewed and discussed in more detail by 
the Steering Group and the second areas of feedback that are recommended by the Sub-Group to be 
included in the next draft of the plan. 
 
Key points of discussion were: 
 

a. Events in Green Spaces – as agreed at August's meeting this policy and the feedback 
received is to be discussed further by the Steering Group particularly in terms of 
whether the Steering Group feel further more targeted consultation is required on the 
policy. It was agreed that further clarification is required in terms of what is meant by 
"commercial events" and what is meant by "community events" and the underlying 
objective of the policy. The idea of charging a fee for holding events in green spaces was 
discussed which was an idea to come out of the public feedback. It was agreed this may 
be a good approach. MLB made the point that Berkeley Square has greater visual 
amenity that other squares such as Grosvenor Square which are more suited and 
practical for events. 

b. Tyburn Retail Frontage – again, as agreed at August's meeting, this policy is to be 
reviewed by the Steering Group. It was agreed that the policy needs further explanation 
and contextualisation and that further consultation may be required. The impact of the 
Tyburn's route on the streetscape of Mayfair was discussed. It was noted that whilst 
certain suggestions to come out of the feedback, such as the route could be used for 
studio and affordable workspace, may be beyond the scope of the Forum's powers in 
terms of policy, these are ideas that should be encouraged in the policy’s supporting 
text. The role of this text is to explain the Forum's vision behind the policy which it was 
felt may not have been adequately explained during in the consultation. 

c. Character areas – the utility of these were discussed in the context of WCC's comments 
that they do not work as officers will be unable to clearly determine which policies apply 
to which sites.  It was noted that now only the residential policies and commercial policy 
refer to the character areas (with the exception of Shepherd Market which it is accepted 
is its own distinct area). With some tweaking, it was agreed the policies could be 
reworded to remove reference to the character areas. 

 
In terms of next steps, the table will be reviewed by the Steering Group and decisions taken on the 
key areas identified above.  After which, the table will form the basis on which the draft plan is 
updated.  OW explained that the Forum will be providing a formal response to the consultation in 
due course. This will explain how the feedback has been taken on board. Members of the Forum and 
the public will then be invited to contact the Forum if they would like to discuss this further. 
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5. AOB 
MLB raised the point that the current ground floor use map does not adequately show the areas of 
residential occupation in Mayfair as those residents above ground floor are not shown.  It was agreed 
that WCC would be asked again as to whether information can be provided on the number of Council tax 
and business rate paying properties there are. 

 
6. Next meetings 

Wednesday 4 October 2017 at 9am at Forsters.  
Wednesday 1 November 2017 at 9am at Forsters. 
Wednesday 6 December 2017 at 9am at Forsters.  

 
7. Actions 

a. Forsters to circulate updated feedback table;  
b. OW to invite Alexander Hauschildt to next meeting; 
c. Forsters to share letter of meeting with Lois Peltz of RSMSJ; 
d. Request information from WCC on Council tax and business rate numbers. 


