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MAYFAIR NEIGHBOURHOOD FORUM – STEERING GROUP MEETING 
16.00 – 18.00, THURSDAY 22ND MARCH 2018 

FORSTERS LLP, 31 HILL STREET, LONDON, W1J 5LS 
 

PARTICIPANTS    

Mark Henderson (Chair) 
Mike Dunn (Vice-Chair) 
Jeremy Bishop 
Bob Dawson 
Tim Steel 
Fr Dominic Robinson 
Marie-Louise Burrows 
Will Bax 
 
IN ATTENDANCE 
 

Alice Gordon-Finlayson 
Lauren Archer 
Sophie Dracup 

Business 
Resident 
Resident 
Business 
Community 
Business 
Resident 
Business 
 

 
 
Forsters 
Forsters 
Grosvenor (Secretarial) 

  

    

APOLOGIES 
 

Oliver Wright 
Diana Dennis 
Fr Richard Fermer 
Kate Goodwin 
Jace Tyrrell 
Cllr Jonathan Glanz 
Cllr Glenys Roberts 
Cllr Paul Church 
 

 
 
 

Business  
Resident 
Community 
Community 
Business 
Westminster City Council 
Westminster City Council 
Westminster City Council 
 

  

 

 

  
  MINUTES: 

 

1.0 Approval of Minutes from February’s meeting 
The minutes were amended to include the SG’s agreement that discussions regarding the process of applying to 
Westminster to continue to exist as a Forum would be deferred until the first SG meeting following the AGM. 
 
Minutes were otherwise approved. 

 

2.0 AOB 
 
Lumiere 
MH shared the email correspondence he had had with Helen Marriage of Lumiere, raising the SG’s concerns re the 
dissatisfaction amongst business, residential and community members over the lack of consultation, notice of siting 
and impact of events, or involvement in the planning. MH emphasised to Helen that there was strong support for the 
Lumiere concept in general among the Forum, but that the SG would be raising their concerns with Westminster and 
requesting that the Lumiere organisers consider how to engage the community more effectively. Helen’s response 
indicated that there are currently no plans to bring Lumiere back to London, although if it did return to the Mayfair 
area the organisers would seek to address these concerns. 
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MLB and MD raised concerns about damage to the grass in both Mount Street Gardens and Grosvenor Square. It was 
acknowledged that the NWEC would, in the first instance, deal with Lumiere and their failure to consult the 
community. 
 
JB (in Fr Richard’s absence) and Fr Dominic reiterated that both Grosvenor Chapel and Farm Street Church would like 
to be involved in the planning if Lumiere does return to Mayfair. 

 

3.0 Matters Arising 
 
Police Box 
WB confirmed that the police box at the north-western corner of Grosvenor Square is the Metropolitan Police’s 
responsibility, although it sits within Westminster’s public realm. It was agreed that it would be best for anyone 
concerned to contact Westminster City Council directly.  

 
Summer in the Square 
WB outlined the current proposals for Summer in the Square. The idea is to extend Summer in the Square in terms of 
the culture offering, and replace the ‘Film Festival’ of previous years with a cultural programme of ballet, jazz and 
theatre that will run over 17 nights. There would be around 10 nights of theatre, 3 of ballet and 4 of jazz. There may 
also be some opera, within these confines. The partners are English National Ballet and Ronnie Scott’s, together with 
several different partners for the theatre provision.  
 
WB stated that ticket pricing for these cultural offers would be very reasonable, with jazz tickets ranging from £15 to 
£50. Film Festival tickets in previous years were priced at £20 a ticket. The average ticket price for ballet and theatre 
will be £30-40, with £90 VIP tickets to include waiter service. The plan is to operate within Westminster’s core hours, 
with all events finishing before 10 pm. There will be a ticket ballot, and the offer will be actively marketed to, local 
people. Grosvenor is seeking to apply for a premises licence to enable members of the audience to enjoy a glass of 
wine during the events. 
 
The capacity for these events will be 850 people (previous cinema events capacitated 500 people), although there 
may be fewer attendees than this. Grosvenor is committing a sizeable six figure sum to the events after ticket sales 
are accounted for, and is only seeking to cover part of the cost through the ticket sales. 
 
WB clarified that all these events are an add-on to Summer in the Square, which will otherwise run as usual with free 
access during the day. The number of attendees on a busy day in previous years has been about 2000 people. The 
provisional dates for Summer in the Square are 2

nd
 July until 14

th
 July, with the additional cultural events 

provisionally being held between 27
th

 July and 19
th

 August. Events would not be held every night during this period. 
 
JB raised the fact that it had previously been suggested that ticket revenue would be put towards the Square’s 
upkeep, whereas current plans meant that the event would in fact be costing Grosvenor money. WB confirmed that 
while this was the longer term aim, it was not anticipated that the first year would be profit making. It is Grosvenor’s 
aspiration that in subsequent years, sponsorship would be obtained, allowing ticket revenue to realise a profit to go 
towards the cost of the event. 
 
MD confirmed that the London Squares Preservation Act of 1931 does not apply to Grosvenor Square, although MH 
highlighted that using Grosvenor Square for music, performances and exhibitions of an artistic nature, i.e. 
encompassing those events planned during Summer in the Square, would appear to be entirely harmonious with the 
spirit of the Act. WB confirmed that Grosvenor has worked hard to ensure that the event will be in-keeping and 
suitable for the tone of Mayfair. The premises licence application is planned to be for a temporary period only, and 
Grosvenor is briefing stakeholders to inform them accordingly. 
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Number of Events: 
 
MLB raised concerns about the general number of social events in the Mayfair area. The Forum acknowledged that 
there will continue to be some concern among the Mayfair community regarding the number of events that take 
place.  However, the Forum’s position has been agreed and is as stated in the draft Plan – i.e. that community events 
were supported whereas commercial events were less so and addressed through MGS3.  
 

Forsters Update 
The Forum has now been assigned its own policy officer who has unfortunately been ill for 2-3 weeks. LA received an 
update from her today, and was informed that Westminster need Cabinet approval for the consultation process to 
start, but that the consultation period will not begin during purdah. Elections are to be held on 3

rd
 May and 

consultation will commence as soon as possible after that. It was agreed that LA will clarify whether the Cabinet 
approval will be sought before the election, since a potentially new Cabinet after the election could cause further 
delays.  
 
Forsters clarified that the ‘as soon as possible’ obligation on the council to act following the Plan submission was 
somewhat unclear, so the delays so far most likely fall within their obligation.  
 
Forsters confirmed that OW has met with Simon Birkett, Chair of the Knightsbridge Forum. The Knightsbridge 
Forum’s Plan went out to consultation 4 weeks after they submitted to Westminster. The Mayfair Plan has now been 
with Westminster for 7 weeks. AGF reiterated that the SG/Forsters will continue to chase Westminster and, if 
necessary, pursue other channels. The Knightsbridge Forum has finished consultation and is now answering all the 
points that emerged. When these points have been addressed, the Plan will be sent to the Inspector.  
 
AGF clarified that the Forum will not just be allocated an Inspector but can play an active role in selecting the 
Inspector that it wants. For instance, Knightsbridge sought a city-based Inspector rather than a rural-based one. 

 
The SG agreed to inform the membership when the Plan goes out to consultation, but not to publicise more widely 
at that stage.  

 
Options for raising money 
BD to liaise with Jace/NWEC regarding raising the needed £20,000 for the next few months. NWEC have given £5,000 
so the Forum now needs £15,000. AGF confirmed the figures estimated at February’s SG meeting. 
 
JB reiterated that ideally the SG would avoid asking the same donors for funds as have given previously. Forsters 
suggested that Locality/neighbourhood grant funding may be forthcoming, which would be another c. £15,000 if it 
follows previous years, although funding has not yet been confirmed. [Following the meeting, AGF confirmed by 
email to the SG that the Government has announced a further grant funding cycle which will mean there is a further 
£17,000 of grant funding to be applied for]. 
 
TS proposed approaching small to medium businesses to ask for small donations, e.g. £20 to £150. It was agreed that 
this would be easier than hosting a drinks party. JB suggested the possibility of approaching residents, although MD 
clarified that the Forum must be very clear that donations do not constitute a membership fee, as this would be in 
contravention of the principle that membership should be open to all. 
 
It was agreed that NWEC/the Secretary would look at the membership split between business and residents, as the 
Forum may not be particularly representative if only businesses are donating. It was decided that the Forum will 
mention the need for funding at the AGM and make a call out for suggestions.  
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Post-Forum role 
MH suggested that two resident, two community and two business representatives come together to form a 
subgroup. MH would be happy to organise speaking to the residents’ societies to gauge support for the Forum’s role 
post-Plan. From the subgroup, at least three members should be able to meet with RSMSJ at any one time. It was 
agreed that there will be a further discussion after the AGM about the people to speak to and the paths to explore.  
 
Renewal of the Forum’s designation falls due in January 2019, and an application would need to be made before 
late-summer. It was noted that Westminster will need to go out to consultation again when the application is 
received, and this may take some time. AGF suggested raising this in the near future so that Westminster is aware, 
and the process can start. The SG agreed to apply as soon as possible after the AGM when the opportunity to hold 
further discussions has arisen. 

 
Change in Articles  
MH clarified that he was not proposing to change the Articles until after Westminster’s consultation process in 
relation to the Plan. He did not propose discussing the make-up of Forum until after the future of the Forum is 
decided. Once the next steps for the Forum have been decided would seem a better time to decide who will sit on 
the SG. JB proposed that the General Meeting in November may be an appropriate time, or otherwise the AGM in 
2019 if consultations are still ongoing at that point.  
 
It was pointed out that the SG will need to highlight the proposed changes to the Articles of Association at the AGM. 
The deadline for Forum members to propose agenda items is 5

th
 April, so the Secretary will notify the members on 

6
th

 April of any additional agenda items, including the proposed Articles of Association changes. 

 
Composition of Steering Group 
The SG agreed that they could flag the possibility of considering the future composition of the Steering Group, and 
other matters, at the AGM, and as part of the Open Forum could ask about any views in the room.  

 

4.0 AGM Agenda 
It was agreed that the Secretary will add to the AGM agenda the proposed changes to the Articles of Association to 
enable Community Directors to stand for re-election, as Resident and Business Members have to. Those eligible to 
vote will be asked to do so. Those eligible to vote are those registered as members of the Forum at 5pm on the date 
the notice of the AGM was sent out (19

th
 March).  

 
WB informed the SG that he will not be re-standing for election at the AGM, although Grosvenor is still keen to play a 
role in the Forum. MLB nominated Keith Bailey, the Location Director for Mayfair at Grosvenor. However, WB 
confirmed that he will still be available to the Forum as and when he can be of help. 
 
Forsters clarified that voting would be a show of hands by those eligible, who will be issued with voting slips, on a 
majority basis. 

 

Actions Responsibility 
1. To liaise with Lumiere regarding their failure to consult with the community JT/NWEC 

2. To clarify whether Cabinet approval for consultation on the Plan will be sought before the election LA/Forsters 

3. To look at the membership split between business and residents NWEC/the Secretary 

4. To send a further note to the membership on 6th April, setting out additional agenda items including the proposed 
changes to the Articles of Association 

The Secretary 

 


