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MAYFAIR NEIGHBOURHOOD FORUM – STEERING GROUP MEETING 
16:00-18:00, THURSDAY 20th DECEMBER 
THE CROWN ESTATE, ST JAMES’ MARKET 

 

PARTICIPANTS 

 
Mike Dunn (Acting Chair)                    Resident 
Tim Steel                                                Community    
Marie-Louise Burrows                          Resident 
Fr Dominic Robinson                            Community 
Jace Tyrell                                               Business 
Nigel Hughes                                          Business  
Diana Dennis                                          Resident  
Fr Richard Fermer                                 Community   
Bob Dawson                                           Business 
 
In attendance 

 

Oliver Ayling                                           Secretarial 
Nick Brinley                                            Gerald Eve  
 
apologies 

 
Mark Henderson                                    Business 
Keith Bailey                                             Business 
Kate Goodwin                                        Community 
Jeremy Bishop                                        Resident 
 

  

    
 

 

  
Minutes: 

 

1.0 Minutes from General Meeting and November SG Meeting 
 
MD noted that the minutes had been circulated, they are reattached to the December minutes and will 
be uploaded online in the usual format if no other additions are required. 

  

2.0 Matters Arising 
 

Report from Planning Sub-Group 
 
MD gave the SG an update on the activities of the planning sub-group: 
 
MD explained Pilbrow and Partner’s plans for a covered arcade from Stratton Street to Curzon Street 
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through an arcade creating a new access into Mayfair for pedestrians. 
 
MD noted the possibility for such plans to act as a catalyst for improvements on Landsdowne Row 
 
TS noted a proposed casino on a residential street in Shepherd Market and will follow up on any contact 
he has received in this regard at the next meeting. 
 
MD confirmed existence of MACE (Mayfair against casino expansion) group. 
 
MD confirmed that the MNF do not currently provide comment on planning applications and are instead 
considering planning matters arising before the plan is submitted for referendum. 
 
MD note the development on the corner of South Street and South Audley Street which includes the 
Thomas Goode building, the group can access details of this proposal via the Westminster City Council 
Planning Portal. 
 
MD confirmed he will forward MLB planning email from JB that includes details of recently submitted 
planning applications. 
 
 

3.0 Presentation from Westminster City Council on the Draft Westminster City Plan 
 
Nick Brinley (NB) from Gerald Eve presented on the Draft Westminster City Plan and its’ implications for 
the Neighbourhood Forum. 
 
NB confirmed that WCC published their draft of the city plan for consultation on 12th November which 
set out the leaders policies for growth.  It reflects the leadership’s aspirations for good growth in 
Westminster. 
 
Deadline for representations on the city plan is 21st December 2018 after which the council will review 
the received before moving forward with a regulation 19 to progress the plan.  A response is expected in 
February 2019 followed by a further 7 weeks of consultation with the plan then submitted to the 
planning inspectorate for examination in Autumn 2019. 
 
Key parts of the plan: 
- The plan targets the delivery of 1500 residential units per annum, more that current delivery.  This 

includes 35% provision of affordable housing from residential schemes and office or hotel 
developments of more than 1,000sq m in size. 

- Plan also includes ambitious targets for jobs within the Central Activities Zone which will facilitate 
further office development. 

- Key priority around neighbourly development so that development is considerate and realises 
benefits for local people. 

- West End Special Retail and Leisure Policy Area has more encouraging and supportive policies for 
retail development.  Proposals include allowing additional height of an extra floor on residential 
buildings and two extra floors on commercial buildings within this district. 

- The plan is overlayed with rigorous policy around design and heritage which means that much of the 
impact of this plan will be down to interpretation. 
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- The plan also merges the Mayfair Special policy area with the St James’ Special policy area that 
protects niche retail, art, galleries and antiques trades. 

- With the Oxford Street district, the 18 month long marketing period test before conversion from 
retail to other uses is enabled has been removed. 

- The Historic Tastes Policies have been removed and are replaced with a more general policy that 
restaurants and night time operations need to be appropriate to the scale of the context around 
them. 
 
NB has a summary from Gerald Eve of the plan which he will circulate to the steering group through 
the Secretariat. 
 
NH noted the policy of a limit on apartment size to 150 sq m. 
 
RF noted that the Mayfair Neighbourhood Plan is already in circulation and should be considered 
within the City Plan. 
 
NH explained that the City Plan and MNP can’t contradict each other so the documents must be 
viewed as in general conformity by the planning inspectorate when the City Plan is submitted in 
Autumn 2019. 
 
NB confirmed there is nothing in the City Plan that relates directly to casinos. 
 
MD mentioned the government’s current consideration of removing distinction between A1-A5 use 
classes. 

 

4.0 Update on Progress of the Plan 
 
MD confirmed that the MNF received a draft statement of common ground from WCC on 18th December 
2019 which is ready to be sent to the examiner.   
 
MD confirmed that MH had proposed to respond to the Westminster City Plan by indicating that our 
response is provided entirely by the MNP.  MD to follow up on this point with MH 
 
MD confirmed two remaining points of difference with WCC, the Green Spaces and Park Lane policies. 
 
MD noted that with respect to the Park Lane policies Historic England have indicated that a strategic 
environmental assessment would need to take place for these policies to proceed.  This is disputed by 
the MNF which does not dispute that a strategic environmental assessment would be required in the 
future but that it would only be required once a specific proposal for Park Lane has been reached. 
 
MD recommended that MH and OW (Ollie Wright) are give authorisation to proceed with their existing 
negotiations and this is agreed. 
 

5.0 AOB 
 
JT confirmed that the Deputy Leader of WCC confirmed that they will be happy to provide a briefing on 
the mechanics behind the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) in January, JT to confirm timings of this 
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with the Secretariat. 
 
JT noted that with MH having announced he wishes to step down from the SG at the next AGM there is a 
need for a discussion around the business representation of the Forum which we should consider in the 
new year. 
 
MD noted that with an AGM in April/May next year should there be any constitutional changes to the 
make up of the Forum, discussion around these should begin shortly. 
 
MD noted that the remit of the planning group and the role of the MNF after the referendum are both 
points of discussion. 
 
BD noted that there was a need for further fundraising for the Forum and he will speak to KB and JT in 
this regard. 
 
Therefore proposed additions to January’s meeting agenda are: 
1. Fundraising 
2. Business Representation in the MNF 
3. Position of the Chair of the MNF 
4. The role of the MNF going forwards 
5. The role of the Planning Group 

 
 

  
 


