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MAYFAIR NEIGHBOURHOOD FORUM – STEERING GROUP MEETING 
16.00 – 17.30, THURSDAY 23RD AUGUST 2018 

70 GROSVENOR STREET, LONDON, W1K 3JP 
 

PARTICIPANTS    

Mark Henderson (Chairman) 
Mike Dunn (Vice-Chair) 
Diana Dennis 
Jeremy Bishop 
Marie-Louise Burrows  
Keith Bailey 
Bob Dawson 
Jace Tyrrell 
 
IN ATTENDANCE 
 

Debbie Flevotomou 
Sophie Dracup 

Business 
Resident 
Resident 
Resident 
Resident 
Business 
Business 
Business 
 

 
 
MNF Planning Committee 
Grosvenor (Secretarial) 

  

    
APOLOGIES 
 

Fr Richard Fermer 
Fr Dominic Robinson 
Kate Goodwin 
Tim Steel 
Nigel Hughes  
Alexander Hauschildt 
 

 
 

Community 
Community 
Community 
Community 
MNF Planning Committee 
MNF Planning Committee 
 

  

 

 

  

  AGENDA: 

 

1.0 Approval of Minutes from July’s meeting 
Minutes were approved. 

 

2.0 Matters arising 
 
To arrange a meeting with Cllr Pancho Lewis, Cllr Timothy Barnes and Cllr Jonathan Glanz. 
MH has not yet been able to set up a meeting with the Cllrs although will continue to try to do so. 
 
To investigate whether there are any Mayfair-based communications companies who would offer their services to 
the Forum pro-bono where needed. 
JT has contacted Mayfair-based communications companies and has been quoted £4,000 - £5,000 to support the 
campaign, although this would depend on the scope of work required. JT confirmed that there is a MNF Marketing 
Group meeting in the second week of September to discuss this further. 
 
To arrange a meeting with RSMSJ within the next month, in order to update them about the SG’s future plans for 
the Forum. 
This action will be addressed at the next SG meeting. 
 
To check the possibility of ward grant funding. 
BD confirmed that he has made the application for Ward grant funding, and that the Councillors will be meeting at the 
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end of September to discuss applications. 
 
To ask Westminster to send planning applications through from now (on an informal rather than statutory 
consultee basis given that the Plan has not yet been adopted). 
In NH’s absence, JB clarified that via Westminster City Council’s website, any member of the public is able to log on to 
the planning portal and access all planning applications. NH has set up a filter on the portal to send applications 
through to the Forum’s planning email account, but unfortunately the area filter is not specific to the Forum as JB was 
informed by Westminster that this wasn’t possible.  
 
RSMSJ has their own filter set up however, and the Planning group has been using their filtering system as an interim 
measure until there is a filtering system in place for the Forum. However, it was noted that RSMSJ’s area excludes the 

area covered by the Forum beyond Regent Street and covers other areas that the Forum does not.  
 
JB confirmed that the Planning group has been reviewing applications, but that it seemed unlikely that many 
applications would need to be flagged in accordance with the Forum’s criteria. Larger scale applications that come to 
the Forum’s attention organically are more likely to be relevant to the Plan. However, JB highlighted that the Planning 
group has not yet met since the last SG meeting, so they should be in a better position to provide an update at the 
September SG meeting. 
 
To set up a new planning@mayfairforum.org email address and share the login details with the Planning Sub-Group. 
The email address has been set up. 
 
To update the SG at the September SG meeting as to how the process of receiving and filtering applications is going. 
This action will be addressed at the next SG meeting. 
 
To raise the lack of response to the consultation on the Plan with Westminster. 
The Chairman raised the lack of response with Cllr Beddoe at Westminster, and helpfully received a prompt response 
from Josephine Gay.. 
 
To arrange to meet monthly with Josephine until the Inspector has made a decision on the Plan, accompanied by 
one or two other SG members. 
MD and JB (if available) are to meet JG with The Chairman in early September. 
 
To draft an application to Westminster for the Forum’s re-designation. 
JB confirmed that the application is close to complete. Responses had been received from Cllr Lewis and Cllr Glanz, and 
it was agreed that the application should go ahead in the absence of a response from Cllr Barnes.  
 
It was agreed that JB and MD would share the application with the Chairman and BD and then, assuming their 
approval, will submit the application. 
 
To send MD and JB the full Mayfair Forum membership list. 
The membership list was sent to JB and MD. JB noted that there is a subtle difference between the mailing list and 
membership list; some businesses, for example, are located outside the Forum’s area. These would therefore not be 
included within the application. Businesses or residents must be located within Mayfair to qualify for membership.  
 
To update the Forum website, removing Planning and Marketing minutes. 
The Planning and Marketing minutes were removed. 
 
To confirm to Debbie Flevotomou whether individual businesses occupying serviced office space and thereby not 
individually paying business rates would be unable to vote in the referendum. 
JT clarified that each hereditament (as set out in the Localism Act, with each hereditament paying business rates) 
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qualifies for one vote. JT confirmed that Westminster holds a list of rate payers, and the Chairman highlighted that 
ratepayers will be invited to register to vote; they are not automatically eligible. It was noted that the process would 
be paper-based, although JT confirmed that postal voting would also be possible.  
 
MD confirmed that residents would also need to have registered to vote, although it was noted that many residents 

would already be registered to vote.  
 
It was agreed that JT will ask for a digital means of voting in order to engage as many residents and businesses as 
possible, but it was noted that Westminster prefers a paper-based system.  
 
JB highlighted that the residents who are likely to turn out to vote at the referendum are probably those who already 
engage with the Forum, turning up to AGMs and General Meetings, and therefore perhaps the Forum ought to focus 
on engaging these people and the businesses on our lists. KB confirmed that Grosvenor would support and encourage 

other residents and businesses to engage via their channels.  
 
MD confirmed that a postal ballot for UK elections can be posted back to Westminster City Council at any time before 
a set date; there is usually a time span of, for example, three weeks to complete the vote. The SG agreed that postal 
votes would be very useful rather than requiring people to physically travel to a certain place to vote. 
 
It was agreed that JT would follow up with Westminster City Council in relation to the referenda queries.  
 
To raise the issue of individual businesses in serviced offices being unable to vote with Josephine Gay at 
Westminster and ask whether this situation had been considered. 
The Chairman raised this with JG - see comments above following her response. 

 

3.0 Westminster City Council - Response to Plan 
The Chairman confirmed that the overall response was relatively positive. Prior to the meeting the response together 
with written notes from OW had been circulated to the SG and representatives of the Planning Sub-Group with a 
request for written comments. These were reviewed at the meeting and a fully collated response was prepared by the 
chairman and subsequently submitted to JG.  
 

4.0 AOB 
Timing 
It is likely that the referenda may occur before Christmas. JK is assuming that the process of inspecting the Plan will 
take 12 working days in total (although it was noted that these days would not, of course, be consecutive).  
 
Process of amending the Plan 
Once the Forum has submitted their comments back to Westminster, the process is a little unclear in terms of whether 
Westminster will wish to agree final wording directly with the Forum, or whether both Westminster and the Forum 
will submit their comments to JK who then finds the common ground and the differences. The Chairman confirmed 
that however this is done, the process will be in writing.  
 
Pollution 
The Chairman shared a pollution plan for London with the SG (FT Big Read August 21

st
: Air pollution: why London 

struggles to breathe), which showed that Mayfair sits between Hyde Park corner and Marble Arch, at multiples of 3.8 
and 5 times the EU limits for acceptable pollution levels. He highlighted that the pollution plan highlights issues that 
the Forum will not be willing to move on.  
 
Inspector’s Role 
The Chairman clarified that Westminster covers JK’s fees but that her role is to be objective. 
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Funding for Referendum Campaign 
It was agreed that residents groups should be engaged with as much as possible to encourage their support. 
 
OW 
MH confirmed that OW has kindly offered to assist with any amendments to wording and MH will arrange to meet to 
confirm process.  
 
Renewing the Forum 
MD noted that there is no automatic right to renew the Mayfair Forum. When the time period for the Forum expires, 
the Forum as it currently stands, or any other party, can apply to be designated as the Mayfair Forum going forward. 
Therefore if another party wanted to apply they would be able to.  
 
Farm Street Consultation 
It was agreed that this is not something that the SG would comment on but JB would share the consultation with JB.  
 
 

 Actions 
1. To arrange a meeting with Cllr Pancho Lewis, Cllr Timothy Barnes and Cllr Jonathan Glanz. The Chairman 

2. To investigate/discuss the possibility of using Mayfair-based communications companies 
to support the referendum campaign. 

JT/Marketing 
Group 

3. To arrange a meeting with RSMSJ within the next month, in order to update them about 
the SG’s future plans for the Forum.  

Fr Richard 

4. To update the SG at the September SG meeting as to how the process of receiving and 
filtering applications is going. 

JB 

5. To complete and then share the application for the Forum’s re-designation with the 
Chairman and BD and then, assuming their approval, to submit the application. 

JB/MD 

6. To raise the possibility with Westminster of a digital means of voting in the referenda, and 
also of a postal ballot. 

JT 

7. To ask Westminster how long the referenda periods would be, e.g. a single day or a time 
period within which people would need to vote. 

JT 

8. To respond to Westminster’s comments on the Plan. The Chairman 

9. To update the Forum’s website. JT, The 
Chairman, The 
Secretary 

10. To arrange to meet with OW to confirm the process of amending any wording within the 
Plan. 

The Chairman 

  


