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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
 

18.00 – 19.30, THURSDAY 19TH APRIL 2018 
THE GARDEN ROOM, THE GROSVENOR CHAPEL, 24 SOUTH AUDLEY ST, LONDON, W1K 2PA 

 

  

1. Welcome and Summary 
The Chairman, Mark Henderson, welcomed everyone to the meeting and outlined the agenda.  

 
2. Amendments to the Articles of Association 

The Chairman set out the proposed changes to the Articles of Association, with the primary purpose 
being to simplify the process of electing Community Directors by making it the same as for Resident 
and Business Directors. These changes were approved by a majority show of hands. 

 
3. Chairman’s Report 

The Chairman briefly outlined the history of the Forum, which was set up in 2014. The Steering 
Group is comprised of 13 members, and there are two sub-committees; one for development and 
planning, and one for publicity and communication. 
 
Version 8 of the Draft Plan was put out to consultation in June-July 2017. Feedback arising from this 
consultation led to an extended consultation being undertaken in the autumn; and following 
extensive consultation with residents groups, it was confirmed at the General Meeting on 23rd 
November 2017 that the Steering Group could submit the Plan to Westminster.  
 
The next step will be a six-week consultation period, organised by Westminster, following Purdah. 
After which the Plan, will, we hope, be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate. If approved, 
Westminster will subsequently hold referenda in order for the Plan to be adopted. Any referendum 
is likely to be held next year although just possibly in the latter part of this. 
 
The Chairman highlighted the fact that the Steering Group’s current remit runs until January 2019. 
Having put a considerable amount of work in to putting the Plan together, there are three areas 
upon which the Chairman thought the Forum could focus its attention once the Plan is adopted: 
 

1. Ensuring that Westminster use the Plan and that it informs the Westminster Plan. 
2. Ensuring that as planning applications come through, there is a process by which 

anything the Forum is not happy with will be flagged. However, there is a balance to be 
struck. RSMSJ will receive every planning application, no matter how minor the 
development, which would not be possible for the Steering Group. 

3. Ensuring that the spirit and intention of the Plan is followed - engaging with other 
groups, including Residents Associations and the New West End Company, regarding 
positive things such as greening. 
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The Steering Group will be putting further thought into the future of the Forum and consulting with 
the Residents Groups. The SG will report back on progress at the next General Meeting (usually, the 
Autumn) – and if the Articles are likely to require further amendments, these could be tabled then. 

 
4. Treasurer’s Report 

On behalf of the Treasurer, Bob Dawson, the Chairman set out the total expenditure and income 
from the inception of the Forum until 31st March 2018. The total expenditure, of approximately 
£88,000, had been broadly split between planning consultancy and marketing/communication and 
plan production. The Chairman highlighted the fact that Oliver Wright and the Forsters team and 
others had given thousands of hours’ work on the Plan for free, and therefore the Forum’s total 
spend on the Plan was astonishingly small as compared to the value of the work that had been put 
in. 
 
Today, there is approximately £8,000 left in the bank, but another c. £20,000 will be needed to see 
the Plan through to implementation. This is to cover the amendments required during 
Westminster’s inspection of the Plan, and promotion of the subsequent consultation. £5,000 of this 
has already been raised. The Chairman welcomed any suggestions as to how this funding could be 
obtained. There may be a possibility of further central government funding. 

 
5. Plan Progress Update 

The Chairman explained that the Planning sub-group meets on a monthly basis and reports to the 
Steering Group. It is the Planning sub-group’s work that has produced the Plan, which was submitted 
to Westminster at the beginning of February. However, due to officer shortages, illness and now 
Purdah, the Council’s own consultation period will not begin until after the local elections on 3rd 
May. 

 
6. Election of Directors 

 
Business 
The Chairman thanked Will Bax for his significant contribution to the Forum since its inception in 
2014. Will will be stepping down from the Steering Group. Keith Bailey was standing unopposed for 
election as a Business Director, having been nominated by Marie-Louise Burrows. Keith is the 
Mayfair Director at Grosvenor, and has worked for Grosvenor for five years. Having followed the 
formation of the Plan he looked forward to the opportunity of contributing to the Steering Group in 
its next stages.  
 
The Meeting approved his election. 
 
Resident 
Jeremy Bishop stood unopposed for re-election as a Resident Director of the Steering Group. Jeremy 
highlighted that a lot of hard work had been put in to the Plan up to this point, but that the most 
important work was yet to come. This would be in the implementation of the Plan and ensuring that 
it was put to use. 
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Jeremy was re-elected to the Steering Group as a Resident Director. 
 
Community 
Fr Richard Fermer stood unopposed for re-election as a Community Director of the Steering Group. 
Fr Richard spoke of his commitment to the process – the coming together of resident, business and 
community stakeholders to form a common view. The Chairman thanked Fr Richard for his help in 
bringing the stakeholder groups together, which had been a great help to the Steering Group. 
 
Fr Richard was re-elected to the Steering Group as a Community Director. 

 
7. Community Directors: Confirmation of Election 

In accordance with the Articles of Association (prior to their being amended in the AGM), two 
community directors had been nominated by the Steering Group during the year: Fr Dominic 
Robinson and Kate Goodwin.  
 
Kate, who is Head of Architecture and Drue Heinz Curator at the Royal Academy of Arts, London, 
spoke about the Royal Academy’s new building in Piccadilly, on the doorstep of Mayfair, and how 
the building had changed the Royal Academy’s opinion about what a neighbourhood is. She 
highlighted the importance of connections with stakeholders including residents and galleries among 
others, and how these connections contributed to the vibrancy of areas.  
 
The election of Kate and Fr Dominic was confirmed. 
 

8. Open Forum 
 
1. Mike Dunn pointed out that the changes to the Articles of Association needed voting through. 

The changes were accordingly approved by a majority show of hands. 
 

2. Mike Dunn observed that two members of the Steering Group had been involved with the 
Forum since its inception, and that the Forum would sadly be saying goodbye to one of them. He 
thanked Will Bax for his valuable contribution to the Forum and pointed out that he would be 
missed. The Meeting fully endorsed this. 

 

3. Following Mike’s speech, Will Bax announced that he had not only stepped down from the 
Steering Group but would be leaving Grosvenor. He thanked the Forum.  

 
4. Donna Achara highlighted that the Mayfair Library had been closed for renovations but would be 

re-opening on 20th May 2018. She mentioned the importance of local support and requested 
that businesses and residents consider renting the first floor for events or donating to the 
library. This would also help to support local schools using the library. The possibility of holding 
the next General Meeting at the Mayfair Library was discussed. 

 


